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Soliciting emails
Invite you to publish

ÅWho gets these ?

ÅThese virtually never existed 
before c. 2008.

ÅNow Iôm receiving 2 or 3 per day 
(despite blocking new sources).

ÅWhat should you do ?

ÅMust understand how the 
scientific publishing landscape 
has changed fundamentally in 
the past decade or so.
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Where scientists publish 
is important

ÅFirst warnings were from Uni. 
Colarado librarian Jeffrey Beall.

ÅBeallôs analogy: Email was great 
once it became widely available in 
the 1990ôs - then spam was 
inventedé..

ÅSame for open access scientific 
publishing.

ÅOpen access started in early 
2000ôs, with conventional journals 
= increased citation rates. 

Bealls List https://beallslist.net/  
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Where scientists publish is 
important

ÅThen this happenedéé.
ÅñPay to publishò open access 

model corrupted by profit motive.

ÅProfit = emergence of predatory 
internet-only journals fueled by 
huge demand to publish ñscienceò 
esp. in emerging economies 
(China, India, Asia).

ÅNext = Paper mills / fake papers.

ÅScientific literacy today MUST 
include ability to recognize 
publishing fraud.

Beall J (2012). Predatory publishers are 
corrupting open access. Nature 489: 179.

Beall J (2017). ResearchIntegrity Corner: 
what I learned from predatory publishers. 
BiochemicaMedica 27: 273-278.   
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Definition of a Predatory Journal

The consensus definition of Predatory Journals*

Å"Predatory journals and publishers are entities that prioritize self-
interest at the expense of scholarship and are characterized by 
false or misleading information, deviation from best editorial and 
publication practices, a lack of transparency, and/or the use of 
aggressive and indiscriminate solicitation practices."

* Grudniewicz et al. (2019). Predatory journals, 
no definition, no defence. Nature 576: 
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Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute

https://paolocrosetto.wordpress.com/2021/04/12/
is-mdpi-a-predatory-publisher/

ÅCase study: MDPI

ÅEstablished in 1990ôs.
ÅStarted digital-only  

publishing at time when 
nearly all other journals 
were printed.

ÅAdopted open access and 
ñpay to publishò models 
earlier than most others.

ÅPublish more = make more 
money.
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Exponential growth of MDPI

ÅStarted with some 
legitimate journals

ÅOver time added more and 
more titles, reduced their 
rejection rates, increased 
acceptance speed.

ÅThen began publishing 
ñSpecial Issuesò  with 
ñGuest Editorsò.

ÅResult: Exponential growth, 
especially since c. 2016-17. 

https://paolocrosetto.wordpress.com/2021
/04/12/is -mdpi-a-predatory-publisher/
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Exponential growth - Not only MDPI

ÅñFrontiersò recently 
adopted same model, 
Hindawirun ñpaper millsò 

Thanks to Howard Browman (Editor, ICES 
J Mar Sci)_for this figure.
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Traditional Journals = 
Fairly Static 

ÅIn contrast, publication rates in 
most traditional journals has 
remained nearly static or even has 
declined slightly during the same 
time.

ÅñTraditionalò journals are 
characterised by high editorial 
standards which result in high 
rejection rates (>75%) and slower 
publishing.

ÅHowever even some of these are 
wavering, including top journals 
like Nature and Science. 
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Faster Publishing - But only due to MDPI

Petrou C (2022). Publishing fast and slow: A 
review of publishing speed in the last decade. 
The Scholarly Kitchen 
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/ 

ÅPublishing speed of most journals 
thought to have increased in past 
decade due to electronic processing 
aids.

ÅHowever, increased average speed 
overall is largely due to MDPIôs 
ñspeedyò publishing processes.

ÅDrawbacks of high speed 
publishing is reduced accuracy / 
quality of science presented. 

ÅHigher speed and volume dilutes 
scientific rigor.
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MDPI =  Predatory

ÅAnalysis suggests that 
MDPI meets predatory 
publisher definition.

ÅMinimal rejection rates = 
Faster easier publishing 
is popular with paying 
authors.

ÅBut predatory business 
model is very bad for 
quality science.

Oviedo-Garcia (2021). Research Evaluation 30(3): 
405-419. 



www.digsfish.com 12

Warning signs / Giveaways

ÅUnknown ñGuest Editorsò

ÅñSpecial Issueò

ÅOpen Access, and you will need 
to pay publishing fees.

ÅñPeer reviewò, but exceptionally 
fast turnaround/decision making.

ÅImpossible to maintain scientific 
rigor, and process prone to 
corruption.
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Another one from the 
same week

ÅUnknown ñGuest Editorsò
ÅñArticle Collectionò (= special 

issue).

ÅñPeer reviewò, but fast 
turnaround/immediate 
publication.

ÅShort timeline (rushed = poor 
quality science).

ÅUndisclosed publishing fees = 
unethical.

ÅCited, but any scientific rigor ?


