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From:-» "Dr.-JAHANGIRI-Ladan"-<ljahangir2-c@my.cityu.edu.hk>9]

To: - "ben@digsfish.com"-<ben@digsfish.com>1]

Copiesto: - Sandra-Spatariu-<spatariu@mdpi.com>9]

Subject:Invitation- for- Manuscript- Submission: to- Special- Issue: of- Animals- on- "Biosecurity- in-

Aquaculture:-Balancing-Sustainability-and-Disease-Control"q]
Date-sent: — Sun,-12-Mar-2023-15:48:26-+00009]
9
Dear-Dr.-Diggles,q]
The- journal- Animals- (ISSN- 2076-2615)- is- currently- running: a- special- issue- entitled- "Biosecurity- in-
Aquaculture:- Balancing: Sustainability- and- Disease- Control"-
(https://www.mdpi.com/journal/animals/special issues/E67XFQ5384).-We-are-serving-as-the-Guest-
Editors-forthis-issue.-Due-to-your-extensive-experience-and-knowledge-in-thisfield,-we-think-you-could-
make-an-excellent-contribution.q]
1
Aquaculture-is-the-fastest-growing-food-producing-sector-in-the-world,-and-it-significantly-contributes-
to-global-food-security.- The-Organization-for-Economic: Co-operation-and- Development- (OECD)-and-
the: Food- and- Agriculture- Organization- of- the- United- Nations: (FAO)- predict- that- aquatic- food-
production- will- increase- by- 15%- by- 2030, and- this- growth- will- come- mostly- from- aquaculture.-
Infectious- diseases- have: been-a-limiting: factor-for- sustainable-intensification- and- expansion- of- the-
aquaculture- sector.- To- prevent- and- control- these- diseases, biosecurity,- comprehensive- treatment-
plans-for-animal-populations,-and-novel- prevention-strategies- are-required.- The:-implementation- of-
these-measures-can-be-at-different-spatial-and-management-levels-(e.g.,-country,.zone,.compartment,:
I V I n and-farm),-and-they- need-to-target- a-range- of-farm-types,-including- small- farm- holdings- and- large-
corporate-farms.-q]
|
In- this- special- issue,: we- invite- contributions,- either- short- communications,- original- research-
manuscripts,-or-reviews,-which-address-any-aspects-of-biosecurity-in-aquaculture,-new-disease-control-
strategies,-and-or-novel-preventiontechnologies.-Submitted-papers-should-not-be-under-consideration-
for-publication-elsewhere.-We-also-encourage-authors-to-send-a-short-abstract- or- tentative- title- to-
Sandra-Spatariu-in-advance-(spatariu@mdpi.com).q]
1
Animals-is-an-international-open-access-journal-devoted-entirely-to-animal-science-and-animal-
welfare,-published-monthly-online-by-MDPI.-It-isindexed-in-SCIE-with-the-latest-Impact-Factor-of-
3.231.-It-ranks-13/62-(Q1)-in-the-category-'Agriculture,-Dairy-&-Animal-Science'-and-16/144-(Q1)-in-
'Veterinary-Sciences'.-Animals-strives-for-supporting-original-research-that-provides-a-broad-and-
better-understanding-of-how-humans-and-animals-can-coexist-in-a-sustainable-and-healthy-manner.q]

S C I e n t I fl C p U b l I S h I n g I a. n d S C a. p e T\«publishing-fee~of-1800«CHF-(ZOOOCHF-starting-with'the-1st-of‘July~2023)~applies-to'an'accepted-

paper.-You-may-be-entitled-to-a-discount-if-you-have-previously-received-a-discount-code-or-if-your-
= institute-has-established-an-institutional-membership-with-MDPI,-for-more-information-seef]
h aS C h an g e d fu n d am e n tal Iy I n http://www.mdpi.com/about/memberships.-§
MDPI-|-Open-Access-Information<http://www.mdpi.com/about/openaccess/>9
MDPl-is-a-publisher-of-peer-reviewed,-open-access-journals-since-its-establishment-in-1996.9

the past decade or so. s

Manuscripts-are-peer-reviewed,-and-a-first-decision-is-provided-to-authors-approximately-15-days-
after-submission.-More-details-can-be-found-at-http://www.mdpi.com/journal/animals.q

1

e

We-look-forward-to-reading-your-manuscript-soon.{]
1

Prof.-Sophie-St-Hilaireq]

Dr.-.Ladan-Jahangirif]

Guest-Editorst]
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Journals that exploit the author-pays model damage scholarly publishing
and promote unethical behaviour by scientists, argues Jeffrey Beall.
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hen e-mail first became available, it was a great innova-
Wtion that made communication fast and cheap. Then came

spam — and suddenly, the innovation wasn't so great. It
meant having to filter out irrelevant, deceptive and sometimes offen-
sive messages. It still does.

The same corruption of a great idea is now occurring with scholarly
open-access publishing.

Early experiments with open-access publishing, such as the Journal
of Medical Internet Research and BioMed Central, were very promis-
ing. Set up more than a decade ago, they helped to inspire a social
movement that has changed academic publishing for the better, low-
ered costs and expanded worldwide access to the latest research.

Then came predatory publishers, which publish counterfejjg
to exploit the open-access model in which the
author pays. These predatory publishers are dis-
honest and lack transparency. They aim to dupg
researchers, especially those inexperiencedj
scholarly communication. They set up webgfftes
that closely resemble those of legitimate ogfline
publishers, and publish journals of questiogfiable
and downright low quality. Many purpo to be
headquartered in the United States, Urs
dom, Canada or Australia b oy ai
Paklstan India opB

peetiiory pubhshers spam reseafch-
sohcmng manuscripts but failing to m¥g-
tion the required author fee. Later, after t
paper is accepted and published, the authors are
invoiced for the fees, typically US$1,800. Because

SCIENTIFIC LITERACY
MUST
INCLUDE T} compettion o asthor fesamong e
THE ABILITY TO
RECOGNIZE

PUBLISHING
FRAUD.

research is disappearing. Now there is a journal willing to accept
almost every article, as long as the author is willing to pay the fee.
Authors, rather than libraries, are the customers of open-access pub-
lishers, so a powerful incentive to maintain quality has been removed.

Perhaps nowhere are these abuses more acute than in India, where
new predatory publishers or journals emerge each week. They are
appearing because of the market need — hundreds of thousands of
scientists in India and its neighbouring countries need to get published
to earn tenure and promotion.

Here, the problem is not just with the publishers. Scientists them-
selves are also to blame. Many are taking unethical shortcuts and pay-
ing for the publication of plagiarized or self-plagiarized work.

Mmag] scientists stand to lose the most in this unethical quagmire.
When a researcher’s work is published alongside
articles that are plagiarized, that report on con-

lusions gained from unsound methodologies
Oy that contain altered photographic figures,
it Recomes tainted by association. Unethical
sciejtists gaming the system are earning tenure

lent pliblishers is a serious threat to the future of
scienge communication. To compete in a crowded
marjfet, legitimate open-access publishers are
i forced to promise shorter submission-to-
blication times; this weakens the peer-review

ocess, which takes time to do properly.
To tackle the problem, scholars must resist
quickly and easily.

Beall J (2012). Predatory publishers are
COrrUpting openiaccess. Naiure 489: 179;

BeallJ (201 7). Researchlnteqgrity Corner:
what |'learned from' predaiorny. publishers
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—— —

— — - Explore content v About the journal v Publish with us v Subscribe
—— W
i :_..-.- — nature > comment > article
w— — -
— COMMENT | 11 December 2019
A
- _— =2
- [ ]
= Predatory journals: no
= e . °
definition, no defence
Leading scholars and publishers from ten countries have agreed a
definition of predatory publishing that can protect scholarship. It
took 12 hours of discussion, 18 questions and 3 rounds to reach.
Agnes Grudniewicz ™, David Moher &, Kelly D. Cobey ], Gregory L. Bryson,
S are Ardern, Lesley Balcom, Tiago Barros, Monica
<. ‘ y ‘ er usi, Michael R. Donaldson, Matthias Egger, lan
zGrudniewiezerali(2019) S Predataryjournals; . g \\ Gra Karim M. Khan, Mahlubi Mabizela, Andrea Mar
TR . S i e Iz chenje, Tor Jex
nodefinition, No defence. Nature S16: \ R I Katrin Milzow. Johann Mouten, Marvelous Muchenje. Tom Oljjhoek Alexander
=R SRS, W - o S Ommaya, ... Manoj M. lalu  + Show authors
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Illustration by David Parkins When ‘Jane’ turned to alternative medicine, she had already exhausted
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# of articles published per year selectivity

produces A

LOT of
revenue:

Z 450 000
____________ = articles

generates
about $900

Source: Digital Science’s Dimensions Jou rna|00|0gy | million

Af:Frontierso recentl y

adopted same model,
Hindawir un- - npaper




# articles published - Can. Jour. Fisher. Aquat. Sci.

IraciionalNetiEals =
el y_StatiC
= [N conirist publication ratesimn™
eSHantionaly
emelned nearly statlc ereven has
cadl maf sllghtly dirng the same | Snilehon gt - S noslif S0 By
'rlme, = N

* “Trau @t omn-al 0 |

— haracterlsed By high editorial

e -'_.
_‘b—

—— Standards which result in high (L1111t l1 b1t lililiblll
[ejection rates (>75%) and slower — e
publishing.

A However even some of these are

wavering, including top journals )
like Nature and Science. DSt -

o
B T . W R T Wy R % P R %, B ., B B B W W B B s B
VW, d | g Sfl S % % W Ny W Ry, N, R, R, W Ty T R Yo, e W oWy MR Ty B R, Wy
Bro n

# articles published - MEPS

IIIIIIIIII



FastemEUDIIShing-rButonlyidue toMDEI

PUinSI]|'13 S med Of mOSt jOurna|S Barring MDPI, peer review appears static

MDPI is a fast-growing and controversial publisher. It grew phenomenally in the period from 2016 to

'l ) ] 0 u 9}]' O h ave i n C re aS e d i n p aSt 2021 and has now cemented its position as the fourth largest publisher in terms of paper output in

scholarly journals. MDPI has attracted criticism from researchers and administrators who claim that

J %Ccu e_to e I e Ctro N I C p O CeSSI N g it pursues operational speed to the expense of editorial rigor.

r_] d Indeed, MDPI is the fastest large publisher by a wide margin. In 2020, it accepted papers in 36 days

and it published them 5 days later. ACS, the second fastest publisher in this report, took twice as long

to accept papers (74 days) and published them in 15 days.

» H}u\wc,vu 1|ncreased average speed

g (from 150 to 137 days). Barring MDPI, review performance did not show much change (from 151 to

spega 50 Ve 0 s push-b-1 s h | ek
:f‘»—Ev backs of high speed 4 wnieecoming

150 151 150 became larger; it

= publishing is reduced accuracy / s e
guality of science presented.

A Higher speed and volume dilutes
scientific rigor.

Petrou C (2022). Publishing fast and slow: A
reviewsoefipublishingispeedinithe’last:decade.
The Seholarly Kitehen DS

httpS.//SChOlarlykltChen.SSpnet.Ol’g/ WW\W. d|g Figure 3. Review TAT across publishers with and without MDPI and for MDPI (days, average). Randomly selected articles

As MDPI became larger, it brought down the overall peer review speed across publishing. Including

MDPI, the ix diistry azcelziated by 14 days n the period 2. 9/20 in «.umparison o the poriod 2011/12

2011/12 2019/20 2011/12 2019/20 2011/12

All publishers All publishers, MDPI
excluding MDPI

2019/20

and reviews across the journals of ten large publishers.
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A But predatory. business

model is very bad for
guality science.

Oviede-Gareia (2021) Researcl Evaltiation30(3):
405-4109.

Research Evaluation, 30(3), 2021, 405-419

doi: 10.1093/reseval/rvab020

Advance Access Publication Date: 11 August 2021
Article

Journal citation reports and the definition of a
predatory journal: The case of the
Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute
(MDPI)

M. Angeles Oviedo-Garcia*

Economics and Business Management Faculty, Business Management and Marketing Department, Univesity of
Seville, Avda. Ramén y Cajal, 1, Seville 41018, Spain

*Corresponding author. Email: maoviedo@us.es

Abstract

The extent to which predatory journals can harm scientific practice increases as the numbers of
such journals expand, in so far as they undermine scientific integrity, quality, and credibility, es-
pecially if those journals leak into prestigious databases. Journal Citation Reports (JCRs), a refer-
ence for the assessment of researchers and for grant-making decisions, is used as a standard
whitelist, in so far as the selectivity of a JCR-indexed journal adds a legitimacy of sorts to the
articles that the journal publishes. The Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute (MDPI) once
included on Beall's list of potential, possible or probable predatory scholarly open-access publish-
ers, had 53 journals ranked in the 2018 JCRs annual report. These journals are analysed, not only
to contrast the formal criteria for the identification of predatory journals, but taking a step further,
their background is also analysed with regard to self-citations and the source of those selfcita-
tions in 2018 and 2019. The results showed that the self-citation rates increased and was very
much higher than those of the leading journals in the JCR category. Besides, an increasingly high
rate of citations from other MDPIl-journals was observed. The formal criteria together with the
analysis of the citation patterns of the 53 journals under analysis all singled them out as predatory
journals. Hence, specific recommendations are given to researchers, educational institutions and
prestigious databases advising them to review their working relations with those sorts of
journals.




From:-» "Dr.-JAHANGIRI-Ladan"-<ljahangir2-c@my.cityu.edu.hk>9]

To: - "ben@digsfish.com"-<ben@digsfish.com>9)
— Copiesto: — Sandra-Spatariu-<spatariu@mdpi.com>9]
o = e - Subject:Invitation- for- Manuscript- Submission: to- Special- Issue: of- Animals- on- "Biosecurity- in-
o \ @ n I n . S I g n S G Ive awayS Aquaculture:-Balancing-Sustainability-and-Disease-Control"q]

Date-sent: — Sun,12-Mar-2023-15:48:26-+00001]
9
Dear-Dr.-Diggles,q|
The- journal- Animals- (ISSN- 2076-2615)- is- currently- running: a- special- issue- entitled- "Biosecurity- in-
Aquaculture:- Balancing: Sustainability- and- Disease- Control"
Lo .I. ] (https://www.mdpi.com/journal/animals/special issues/E67XFQ5384).-We-are-serving-as-the-Guest:
n G u e Q Editors-for-this-issue.-Due-to-your-extensive-experience-and-knowledge-in-thisfield,-we-think-you-could-
— — make-an-excellent-contribution.q
g 9
Aquaculture-is-the-fastest-growing-food-producing-sector-in-the-world,-and-it-significantly-contributes-
to-global-food-security.- The-Organization-for-Economic-Co-operation-and- Development: (OECD)-and-
the- Food- and- Agriculture- Organization- of- the: United- Nations- (FAO)- predict- that- aquatic- food-
production- will- increase: by- 15%- by- 2030, and- this- growth- will- come- mostly- from- aquaculture.
Infectious- diseases- have-been-a:limiting: factor-for-sustainable-intensification-and- expansion- of- the-
I S S u e O aquaculture- sector.- To- prevent- and- control- these- diseases,- biosecurity,- comprehensive- treatment-
plans-for-animal-populations,-and-novel-prevention-strategies-are-required.- The-implementation- of-
these-measures-can-be-at-different-spatial-and-management-levels-(e.g.,-country,-zone,.compartment,:
and-farm),-and-they-need-to-target- a-range-: of-farm-types,-including: small-farm- holdings-and- large-
corporate-farms.-q]
Al
In- this- special- issue,- we-: invite- contributions, either- short- communications,- original- research:
manuscripts,-or-reviews,-which-address-any-aspects-of-biosecurity-in-aquaculture,-new-disease-control-

—
! ‘ _1 AC C e SS a n d yo u WI I I n e e d strategies,-and-or-novel-preventiontechnologies.-Submitted-papers-should-not-be-under-consideration:

for-publication-elsewhere.-We-also-encourage-authors-to-send-a-short-abstract-or-tentative-title- to-

Sandra-Spatariu-in-advance-(spatariu@mdpi.com).q]

__.' —‘. B
O ? ay p u b I I S h I n g fe e S Animals-ig@an-international-open-access-journal-devoted-entirely-to-animal-science-and-animal-

welfare,-published-monthly-online-by-MDPI.-It-isindexed-in-SCIE-with-the-latest-Impact-Factor-of-
3.231.-It-ranks-13/62-(Q1)-in-the-category-'Agriculture,-Dairy-&-Animal-Science"-and-16/144-(Q1)-in-

—- n P e e r r e V I e W é b 'Veterinary-Sciences'.-Animals-strives-for-supporting-original-research-that-provides-a-broad-and-
3 ) etter-understanding-of-how-humans-and-animals-can-coexist-in-a-sustainable-and-healthy-manner.q
9
o < A A-pubMshing-fee-of-1800-CHF-(2000CHF starting-with-the-1st-of-July-2023)-applies-to-an-accepted:
faSt tu r n aro u n d/d e C I S I O n m akl n g s paper ‘Yourmay-be-entitled-to-a-discount-if-you-have-previously-received-a-discount-code-or-if-your-
matitute-has-established-an-institutional-membership-with-MDPI,-for-more-information-seef]
http: Wemaaglpi.com/about/memberships.-9

Im possi ble to maintain scientific L e L A S S T Y
www.mdpi.com9]

1

ri g O r, a n d p rO C e S S p ro n e to Manuscn‘pt‘s-a?re-peer-reviev»{ed,-and-a-first-decision-is-provided-tg-authgrs-a ey ately-15-days-

after-submission.-More-details-can-be-found-at-http://www.mdpi.com/journal/animals. ]
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From:—"Jashan-Abraham"-<veterinaryscience.submissions@frontiersin.com>4|
To: » <ben@digsfish.com>9]
Subject:Selection-to-contribute-to-article-collection-led-by-Pablo-Almazan-Rueda,-Rosario-Martinez-
Yanez,-Ana,-C-Puello-Cruzf]
Date-sent: - Sun,-19-Mar-2023-20:02:38--06009]
Send-reply-to:- "Jashan-Abraham"-<veterinaryscience.submissions@frontiersin.com>9]
1
Dear-Dr.-Diggles]
1

TR PrPa lc Alm: zan-Rueae -Ros: ric -Martinez-Yanez,-Ana-C-Puello-Cruz-on-a-new-
high-impact-article-collection,-Fish-Behaviour-and-Welfare.-Based-on-your-expertise-and-previous]
publications,-we-selected-you-as-a-contributor-to-this-collection.-q
1

= i -colloct.on-will-be-ed ted-exclusively-by-Pablo 41 nazar -R.eda, Resario
Martinez-Yafez,-Ana-C-Puello-Cruz,-and-those-accepted-will- move-to-publicationimmediately.- The-
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